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1 Introduction 
The 4th Advisory Board meeting was held on the 18th of November 2020 as a web-meeting and it was 

attended by representatives of the MILE21 consortium and the Advisory Board members. The need 

for a web-meeting was mandated for safety reasons due to the on-going Covid-19 epidemic that it has 

affected the activities of the project in a varying degree. The role of the Advisory Board is to monitor 

the progress of the project and to provide an insight and feedback on the progress and it is scheduled 

to meet every six months. 

The project has advanced, and it is also nearing to the end in less than a year when at the end the 

Advisory Board members will be asked to submit their project evaluation. At the current stage, it was 

important to present the platform and make a demonstration of its capabilities, alongside with 

potential communication and dissemination activities. For this reason, the meeting’s agenda was 

separated into two parts: 

a. Technical activities: Presentation and demonstration of the MILE21 platform. Overview of the 

simulation models that calculate MILE21 fuel/energy consumption. 

b. Communication and dissemination activities: Social media communication and project’s 

long-term sustainability. Recommendations for workshops and events 

 

The project’s progress by task has been reported in a presentation that has been circulated to the 

Advisory Board a week before the meeting and it is attached in the Annex. 

The current document presents the minutes of the Advisory Board meeting. 

 

2 Participants 
2.1 Advisory Board 
Dorothee Saar (DUH) 

Sheila Watson (FIA Foundation) 

Gabriele Grea (GREEN Research Centre) 

Georgios Fontaras (JRC) 

Stephane Rimaux (PSA) 

 

2.2 MILE21 Partners 
Stylianos Doulgeris (AUTH) 

Arsenios Keramidas (AUTH) 

Ioannis Myrsinias (AUTH) 

Zisis Samaras (AUTH) 

Nikiforos Zacharof (AUTH) 

Alexandros Zafeiriadis (AUTH) 

Crisigiovanni Luisa (ALTRO) 

Paglia Roberto (ALTRO) 

Antonio Toccarelli (ALTRO) 

Robin Loos (BEUC) 



Laurens Rutten (BEUC) 

Giorgos Mellios (Emisia) 

Georg Bieker (ICCT) 

Sonsoles Diaz de Aguilar (ICCT) 

René van Gijlswijk (TNO)   



3 Meeting agenda 

Time (CET) Topic Who 

9:00 – 9:20 
Welcome and setting up guidelines 
Project evaluation by the Advisory Board 

All 

9.20 – 11.00 

Technical activities  

Platform presentation Altroconsumo 

Simulation model (M2 and M3) TNO & LAT 

11.00 – 11.15 Break (15 mins) 

11.15 – 13.00 

Communication and dissemination activities  

Social media communication strategy and long-term 
sustainability 

Altroconsumo, 
BEUC, ICCT 

Workshop suggestions 
Altroconsumo 

& BEUC 

 

  



4 Meeting minutes 
Initially, the task of the project evaluation by the Advisory Board was presented. This must be 

submitted at the end of the project. For this reason, in the next coming months, the MILE21 

consortium will provide a template and guidelines to facilitate the process and the Advisory Board 

Members will be asked to provide their evaluation. 

4.1 Technical activities 
Altroconsumo presented the MILE21 platform and its capabilities. The user can find information on 

the platform about the project, such as the funding, policy context, contact details and the overall 

scope and objectives. It also contains a series of tips that can assist the users to reduce their 

fuel/energy consumption, the find a car tool, and the self-reporting tool. 

The find a car tool presents a series of vehicle models that the user can explore and compare them 

side by side. The tool shows the fuel/energy type approval value (whether NEDC or WLTP) and the 

MILE21 value, which is calculated by a simulation model. Currently, the tool uses the M1 model, which 

calculates energy/fuel consumption as a function of the vehicle mass and model year for different 

powertrains. However, to the M1 model will be substituted in the future by the M2 model that 

requires additional input data – both for the vehicle and the trip characteristics – and will deliver more 

accurate fuel consumption values. The default route will be chosen so that its characteristics would 

be within the specifications of the Real Driving Emissions test. 

The self-reporting tool offers the possibility to the users to log their fuel/energy consumption and 

track their performance. The users need to create an account and register their vehicle(s), while they 

are also prompted to enter a typical vehicle usage (e.g. urban-rural-highway driving share). After each 

refuelling event, they are requested to enter the odometer reading and the litres of fuel, and they can 

modify the standard urban-rural-highway share to reflect any changes from the previous refuelling. 

After they have successfully registered three complete consecutive refuelling events, their fuel 

consumption is displayed in the platform, compared to the MILE21 value predicted by the model M2 

and the official type approval value as declared by the car manufacturer. If the user value is higher 

than the MILE21 value, some tips to reduce fuel consumption are presented, otherwise, the user is 

complemented for his/her achievement. Using the M2 value as a benchmark, the users can adjust 

their driving behaviour and improve fuel consumption over their usual driving route. The need for 

personalizing the MILE21 values derived from the fact that several parameters that affect fuel 

consumption are beyond the driver’s control and they shouldn’t be penalized for that. For example, 

careful drivers that are using their vehicles mostly in an urban area could have significantly higher 

consumption than drivers mostly operating their vehicles on the highway. The M2 value will be 

eventually replaced by M3 model values that will be vehicle specific and therefore more accurate. 

However, the M2 model values will be retained and will be displayed only when M3 values cannot be 

calculated due to lack of data. 

The Advisory Board members were invited to test and experiment with the MILE21 platform, share it 

with anyone they consider will find it useful and provide feedback for improvements. Some initial 

comments were already received during the meeting. 

 

4.2 Communication and dissemination activities 
Atroconsumo and BEUC presented several of the activities that have already organized for the 

promotion of the MILE21. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, it was necessary to convert the foreseen 



activities from physical to digital events. However, this approach could have been beneficial in some 

cases, as in some events the attendance was higher and qualified than it would have been originally 

expected. At the launch event on September 17th, we had more than 70 participants and qualified 

speakers among which 3 Milan universities, Lombardia Region representative responsible for 

Environmental policy, ART Regulatory agency and many others. On November Euroconsumers 

webinar forum 2 videos clips of MILE21 were displayed for 3 hours. The attendance of registered users 

at the forum has been of 466 people belonging to several EU countries.  

BEUC had an expert call on the 25th of September with their members and it could present the project 

on several occasions during internal/external meetings thereafter. It was found to be easier and more 

efficient to come in touch with more people thanks to online meeting. The member attendance in the 

calls was higher than expected. 

The promotional activities have attracted the interest of consumer organizations, most of which are 

under the umbrella of BEUC, which are interested in adopting the MILE21 platform by embedding into 

their websites and developing national versions. Alternatively, other consumer organizations would 

prefer to offer a link to the European website, which is provided in English, French and German. 

The development of the MILE21 platform aims in raising user awareness on the real-world fuel/energy 

consumption and empower them to make informed choices on more efficient vehicles. In this way, it 

contributes to the efforts to reduce CO2 emissions and mitigate climate. This aspect was highlighted 

during the meeting and it was discussed in conjunction with the introduction of the Regulation (EU) 

2019/631 by the European Commission. The Regulation foresees the implementation from 2020 and 

onwards of the On-Board Fuel Consumption Meter in vehicles that will provide instantaneous and 

lifetime fuel/energy consumption data and travelled distance for monitoring reasons. In the next 

coming years, the data will be transmitted to a monitoring authority. It would be interesting to 

investigate the possibility of synergy with the respective authority to bring the users closer to the issue 

that the regulation addresses and request actively their effort to mitigate emissions. It was also 

recommended to consider the approach the following: 

• Automotive magazines 

• Automotive associations 

• Broaden the scope of the tool for: 

o Fleet managers/operators 

o New mobility for a 

o Car rental companies 

A series of events have been organized for the next months and the Advisory Board members have 

been invited to participate as panellists or participants. Within this context, Altroconsumo produces a 

series of videos, where Ambassadors present the MILE21 platform. The Members are invited to 

contribute as Ambassadors if they wish to. 

In the next coming months, the MILE21 consortium needs to engage in more promotional activities 

and investigate possibilities for the platform support beyond the end of the project. It was 

recommended to come in touch with ADAC, the vehicle database provider and probe their interest in 

supporting the platform. Additionally, it was recommended to approach projects from the new EU call 

for cooperation programs. The MILE21 platform offers the potential to be used in performing user 

behavioural analyses and it could seek collaboration with these programs under this context.  

  



5 Annex 
The following slides present the project progress. 


